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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 
Billingham, 

August,  1952. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year,  1951. 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Tenth  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  district  has  remained 
at  the  fairly  high  level  achieved  in  1950.  The  -weather  -was 
generally  mild  throughout  the  year  and  there  were  no  severe 
epidemics  -wdth  the  exception  of  measles.  The  infant  mortality 
rate,  however,  -was  high  (Billingham  41  compared  -with 
England  and  Wales  29.6)  indicating  a lo-w  standard  of  infant 
care. 

The  chief  causes  of  infant  deaths  were  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  (8  deaths)  and  prematurity  (6  deaths)  of  a total 
of  20.  Of  these  only  seven  mothers  attended  the  ante-natal 
clinic  and  three  babies  were  brought  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic.  Only  three  babies  were  breast  fed. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheira  has  been  maintained  at 
a high  level,  95%  of  school  children  and  73%  of  pre-school 
children  immunised.  There  was  only  one  case  of  diphtheria 
during  the  year  and  this  occurred  in  a child  not  immunised. 

Unfortunately  there  was  one  death  due  to  whooping 
cough. 

Durham  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  Vaccina- 
tion and  Immunisation,  also; — • 

Ambulance  Service. 

Health  Visitors. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

Tuberculosis,  Care  and  After  Care. 

Children  Neglected  or  111  Treated  in  their  own  Homes. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

Mid  wives. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Welfare  of  Blind  Persons. 
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Attendances  at  the  clinics  were:  Billingham  4,156,  an 
increase  of  202  on  last  year;  Haverton  Hill  1,767,  a decrease 
of  11. 

During  the  year  482  babies  were  born  and  332  mothers 
attended  the  ante-natal  clinics,  while  287  babies  were  brought 
to  the  infant  welfare  centres.  In  addition  537  children  aged 
1 to  5 years  attended. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  all  clinics  was  1,520  made 
up  as  follows  : — 


1.  Billingham  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  225 

2.  Haverton  Hill  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  107 

3.  Billingham  Child  Welfare  Clinic  ...  ...  176 

4.  Haverton  Hill  Child  Welfare  Clinic  ...  ...  Ill 

5.  Billingham  Child  Welfare  (Children  1/5  years)  350 

6.  Haverton  Hill  Child  Welfare  do.  187 

7.  Birth  Control  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

8.  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

9.  Post  Natal  Clinic 64 


1,520 


At  the  Birth  Control  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  there  were 
190  attendances,  a decrease  of  44  on  last  year.  A Family 
Planning  Association  Clinic  has  been  opened  at  the  George 
Street  Child  Welfare  Centre  premises  in  Thornaby  and  many 
of  the  North  Riding  cases  now  attend  this  Centre  which  is 
nearer  for  them  than  Billingham.  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic 
attendances  increased  from  2,725  in  1950  to  3,457  in  1951,  a 
rise  of  732. 

Vitamin  supplements  in  the  form  of  orange  juice,  cod 
liver  oil  concentrate  and  vitamin  A and  D capsules  were 
distributed  from  the  Food  Ofhce  and  the  voluntary  centres  at 
Billingham  and  Haverton  Hill,  as  in  previous  years. 

The  quantities  distributed  during  the  year  were  : — 

Orange  Juice  ...  ...  15,824  bottles 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  ...  5,447  bottles 

A and  D Capsules  ...  982  packets 

Shortage  of  housing  is  still  one  of  the  biggest  problems 

of  our  time,  often  leading  to  postponement  or  limitation  of 
families  in  young  couples.  This  is  particularly  unfortunate 
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as  families  are  best  started  while  the  ])arents  are  young  and, 
of  course,  in  their  own  homes. 

1 desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support,  and 
to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co- 
operation during  the  year. 

] am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  DENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  H.  Rushworth,  CR.S.L 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector ; 


H.  Durkin,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.L 

Clerks : 

G.  W.  Nickolls,  R.  Ingram,  D.  M.  Crossland  and 
D.Atkinson. 

Population 

The  resident  population  of  the  Urban  District  was 
returned  as  23,944  from  the  census  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  the  figures  in  my  report  have  been  calculated  on  a 
population  of  23,950. 


Births 


The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  482, 
comprising  258  males  and  224  females,  which  gives  a birth  rate 
of  20  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Still  births  were  13  (7  males  and  6 females)  giving  a still 
birth  rate  of  26  per  1,000  total  births. 


Deaths 


The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  217  (129  males 
and  88  females)  which  gives  a death  rate  of  9 per  1,000  and 
of  this  the  largest  incidence  was  from  : — 


Disease 


Male  Female 


Coronary  Disease — Angina 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Heart  Diseases  ...  

Pneumonia  ... 

Influenza 


19  12 

7 17 

17  9 

11  5 

8 6 
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The  following  table  gives  the  location,  approximate 
])opiilation  in  each  ward,  number  of  deaths,  death  rate  per 
1,000  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  in  each  ward  to  the  total 
number  of  deaths: — ■ 


Ward 

Est. 

popu- 

lation 

Per  cent, 
of  popu- 
lation 

Deaths 

I Death 
' rateper 
1,000  ; 

i 

Percent- 
ageof  total 
deaths 
per  Ward 

Haverton  Hill  N. 

5320 

I' 

22.2 

53 

1 

9.9 

1 

24.4 

St.  Cuthberts  i 

I 7690 

32.1 

48 

6.2 

22.1 

Chiltons 

1 6030 

25.2 

59 

9.7 

27.2 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

1 1860 

7.8 

29 

15.6 

13.4 

Port  Clarence 

1120 

4.7 

10 

8.9 

4.6 

Wolviston 

1740 

7.2 

15 

8.6 

6.9 

Cowpen  Bewley 

190 

.8 

3 

15.8 

1.4 

Totals : 

23950 

100.0 

217 

9 

100.0 

Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year 

There  were  20  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 
(11  males  and  9 females)  an  increase  of  two  on  last  year’s 
figures.  The  infantile  death  rate  for  the  year  is  41  per  1,000 
live  births. 


Infanth  Death  under  Four  Weeks 

Seven  children  (4  males  and  3 females)  died  under  four 
weeks  old. 


Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rates. 

Rillingham  41.  England  and  Wales  29.6. 

The  infantile  death  rate  for  Rillingham  is  5 higher  than 
last  year  and  11  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  deaths  under  one  day,  one  week,  one  month  and 
one  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Cause  of  Death 

1 day 
or 

under 

under 

one 

week 

under 

one 

month 

under 

one 

year 

Total 

Prematurity 

5 

i 1 

1 

6 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Empyema 

— 

1 — 

— 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Asphyxia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cardiac  Syncope 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Br.  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

4 

5 

Abscess  on  Thymus  Gland. 

i 

1 

1 

Totals : 

5 

2 

— 

13 

20 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  651.  This  was  228  higher  than  in  1950. 

Separate  figures  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
corresponding  figures  for  1950  are  included  for  comparison: — 


Notilied 

Confirmed 

Disease 

1951 

1950 

I 

1951 

1950 

Diphtheria 

5 

4 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

57 

46 

53 

45 

Whooping  Cough 

85 

119 

85 

119 

Pneumonia 

30 

27 

29 

27 

Measles 

463 

217 

463 

217 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Dysentery 

2 

4 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals : 

651 

423 

640 

416 

Scarlet  Fever  increased  by  11  on  last  year’s  figures.  There 
were  56  children  and  one  adult.  Four  of  the  children  were 
finally  diagnosed  as  other  than  scarlet  fever,  leaving  53  actual 
cases. 
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There  was  an  increase  of  one  notification  of  diphtheria  on 
last  year.  One  adult  and  four  children  (3  male  and  1 female) 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  adult  and  two  children  were 
found  to  have  glandular  fever  and  one  boy  tonsillitis.  One 
boy  a^ed  11  years  had  diphtheria  but  made  a good  recovery. 
He  had  not  been  immunised. 

F'our  case  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  two  adults  and 
two  children.  Three  of  the  cases  were  of  the  paralytic  type 
and  one  non-paralytic. 

Measles  notifications  increased  by  246  and  whooping 
cough  decreased  by  34. 


Notification  Rate  per  1,000. 


Disease 

1951 

1950 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 

Measles 

.2 

2.3 

3.5 

1.2 

19.3 

.17 

1.9 

5. 

1.1 

9.1 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General : — 


Births. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

245 

216 

461 

Illegitimate 

13 

8 

21 

Still  Births. 

258 

224 

482=Birth  rate  of 
20  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

7 

6 

13=Rate  of  26 
total  births 

Deaths. 

129 

88 

9 

2l7=Death  rate  of 
9 per  1,000 

Infantile  Deaths. 

Legitimate  11  9 20 

Illegitimate  — — — 


11  9 20 

Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Child  Birth. 

From  Sepsis  ...  Nil 
From  other  causes  Nil 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

19 

12 

Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

17 

9 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

3 

2 

Influenza 

8 

6 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

3 

2 

Tuberculosis — Other 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

5 

1 

„ Lung  Bronchus 

4 

— 

„ Breast 

— 

1 

,,  Uterus 

— 

3 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  8 

6 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

17 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

Other  Infective  and  IHrasitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

Other  delined  and  111  Defined  Diseases 

14 

13 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

129  88 


10 


Tuberculosis. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications, 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  in  the  dift'erent  age  groups : — 


Age 

Group 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0-1 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-65 

1 1 

3 2 

5 1 

1 1 

2 — 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 1 

1 — 

1 1 

1 — 

Totals : 

12  5 

3 1 

3 2 

1 — 

This  shows  a total  of  21  notifications  during  the  year,  as 
against  19  for  1950.  Deaths  total  6,  the  same  number  as  last 
year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
17,  an  increase  of  3 on  the  previous  year.  Highest  incidence 
is  in  the  25  to  34  age  group. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases. 


Age  Period 

1951 

1 

1950 

1-4 



1 

5-14 

2 



15-24 

5 

2 

25-34 

6 

4 

35-44  i 

2 

4 

45-54  i 

2 

2 

55-65  1 

— 

1 

Totals : 

1 17 

14 

There  were  95  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  (60  males  and  35  females). 
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Included  in  this  total  were  8 children  (4  male  and  4 female). 
The  location  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Ad’ts 

Ch’d’n 

Ad’ts  1 

Ch’d’n 

Ad’ts 

Ch’d’n 

Haverton  Hill  N. 

14 

2 

1 

1 

15 

3 

St.  Cuthberts 

20 

1 ; 

14 

1 

34 

1 

Chiltons 

12 

i 2 

8 

1 

20 

3 

Wolviston 

5 

— ■ 

2 

1 

7 ' 

1 

Port  Clarence 

4 

— . 

5 

— 

9 

— 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— ■ 

Cowpen  Bewley 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals : 

56 

4 

i 31 

4 

87 

8 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1950 
was  106  (63  males  and  43  females).  There  were  17  new  cases 
during  1951  (12  males  and  5 females)  and  6 deaths  (4  males 
and  2 females).  Five  of  the  cases  (1  male  and  4 females) 
removed  from  the  area,  and  17  (10  males  and  7 females)  were 
removed  from  the  register  as  non-tuberculosis. 


During  the  years  1942  to  1951  inclusive,  there  were  182 
new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in  the  area.  Of 
these  26  removed  to  other  districts,  29  recovered  and  65  died. 
This  leaves  a total  of  64  of  these  cases  still  remaining  on  the 
register.  The  65  who  died  were  located  as  follows : — ■ 


Chilton’s  Ward 
Haverton  Hill  N.  Ward 
St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward  ... 
Haverton  Hill  S.  Ward 
Wolviston  Ward 
Port  Clarence  Ward 


19 

16  (including  1 child) 

15 

7 

4 

4 


65 


Tuberculosis  in  Children. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  was : — 

Male  Female  Total 

Pulmonary  4 4 8 

Non-Pulmonary  18  9 27 
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The  following  table  shows  these  divided  into  ag6 
groups : — 


TTdmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Arc 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

2 

3 

4 

1 



1 ^ 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

6 i 

7 

1 

1 

1 

^ 2 

1 

/ 

8 



z 

1 

2 

^ 1 

9 

— 

1 

3 

^ — . 

10  ; 

1 1 1 

2 • 

— 

1 

1 

— 

12  ^ 





1 

1 

! ■ 

13 

— . 

1 

5 

K 3 

14 

— • 

— ■ 

i 3 

i 1 

Totals 

4 

4 

I 18 

’ 9 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  noiilicalions  of  food  poisoning  received 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  pursued  energeti- 
cally throughout  the  year,  and  the  following  figures  give  the 
number  of  children  immunised  in  the  age  groups  0 to  4 and 
5 to  15  at  the  end  of  the  year 

0 to  4 yrs — of  2,366  children  — 1,814  were  immunised=73.02% 
5 to  15  of  3,678  „ —3,507  „ „ =95.35% 

There  were  6,044  children  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  of  these  5,321  had  been  immunised.  This  gives  a 
percentage  of  88.03  which  is  1.6  higher  than  at  the  end  of  1950. 

The  number  of  children  who  had  a third  or  boosting  dose 
by  the  end  of  the  year  was  4,533  which  equals  85.2%  of  the 
total  of  5,321  who  were,  or  shortly  would  be  due  for  this 
injection,  or  .7  less  than  last  year. 

In  addition  out  of  a total  of  4,533  who  were  or  shortly 
would  be  due  for  a fourth  injection,  2,622  had  received  it.  This 
equals  57.84%  or  4.9  higher  than  1950. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  immunisings 
carried  out  during  the  year,  together  with  the  places  where 
the  injections  were  given: — 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Total 

C.W.C.  & Nurseries 

45 

32 

44 

14 

1 

136 

Homes 

436 

446 

397 

205 

3 

1487 

Surgeries 

111 

108 

79 

66 

19 

383 

Schools 

15 

— ■ 

62 

347 

90 

514 

Totals : 

607 

586 

582 

632 

113 

2520 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  from 
0 to  15  years  who  have  been  immunised,  also  the  number  of 
refusals  and  consents  and  those  who  have  still  to  be  visited 
or  are  too  young.  Also  shown  are  the  number  of  children 
who  have  had  third,  fourth  and  fifth  injections  in  each 
group 


Year 

ofBth. 

5th 

4th 

3rd 

1 & 2 

Total 

Im. 

Refuse 

Cons’t 

Visit 

Total 
not  Im. 

Total 

Chld’n 

1937 

96 

282 

340 

12 

352 

14 





14 

366 

1938 

82 

301 

328 

19 

347 

16 

— 

— 

16 

363 

1939 

58 

298 

334 

12 

346 

13 

— 

— 

13 

359 

1940 

45 

265 

292 

9 

301 

11 

1 

1 

13 

314 

1941 

33 

253 

287 

6 

293 

19 

— 

— 

19 

312 

1942 

12 

285 

331 

7 

338 

13 

— 

— 

13 

351 

1943 

2 

245 

310 

6 

316 

17 

— 

— 

17 

333 

1944 

— 

257 

373 

13 

386 

20 

2 

— 

22 

408 

1945 

— 

137 

328 

22 

350 

24 

1 

— 

25 

375 

1946 

— 

281 

453 

25 

478 

18 

1 

— 

19 

497 

1947 

— 

18 

461 

35 

496 

33 

2 

2 

37 

533 

1948 

— 

— 

353 

51 

404 

30 

4 

2 

36 

440 

1949 

— 

— 

328 

107 

435 

30 

9 

2 

41 

476 

1950 

— 

— 

15 

391 

406 

30 

23 

7 

60 

466 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

73 

73 

4 

61 

313 

378 

451 

Totals 

328 

2622 

4533 

788 

5321 

292 

104 

327 

723 

6044 

The  figures  for  the  age  group  0 to  4 and  5 to  15  years 
are  as  follows  : — • 


Group 

Sth 

4th 

3rd 

1 &2 

Total 

Refuse 

Cons’t 

Visit 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

0—  4 



18 

1157 

657 

1814 

127 

99 

326 

552 

2366 

5—15 

328 

2604 

3376 

131 

3507 

165 

5 

1 

171 

3678 

Totals 

328 

2622 

4533 

788 

5321 

292 

104 

327 

723 

6044 
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There  were  788  children  who  were  or  shortly  would  be 
due  for  third  injections  and,  of  these,  115  refused  to  be 
immunised,  58  consented  and  615  remained  to  be  visited. 

The  number  of  children  who  have  received  third  injections 
was  4,533.  Of  these  2,622  have  had  a fourth  injection,  161 
refused  further  doses,  298  consented  and  756  have  to  be 
visited.  The  remaining*  696  were  not  due  for  some  time. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  i)aid  a visit  to  Billingham  South  Modern  School  and  897 
children  (458  boys  and  439  girls)  were  X-rayed.  In  addition  56 
schoolteachers  were  X-rayed  (21  males  and  35  females). 

Of  these,  3 boys,  7 girls  and  2 female  teachers  were 
recalled  for  large  films,  and  the  following  abnormalities  were 
found  : — • 


Scholars  Teachers 
Boys  Girls  Male  Female 

Primary  Complex— Healed  ...  — 3 — — 

„ ,,  — Resolving  2 — — — 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  — 3 — — 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis  ...  ...  — 1 — — 

Detro  Cardia  with  Patient 

Auricular  Septum  ...  1 ^ — - — — 


Post  Primary  T.B.  Healed  ...  — ■ — — 1 

Diaphragmatic  Abnormality  ...  — — • — ■ 1 

Disposal  of  Cases. 

Chest  Physician  ...  ...  3 2 — 1 

X"o  Action  ...  ...  ...  — 5 — 1 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough. 


A number  of  children  have  been  immunised  against 
whooping  cough  by  medical  practitioners,  but  there  is  not  at 
])resent  any  provision  for  immunisation  under  the  Durham 
County  Council  Scheme. 

One  child  aged  9 months  died  from  whooping  cough  during 
the  year  and  there  were  85  cases  notified.  It  is  hoped  immuni- 
sation against  this  disease  will  be  commenced  some  time  in 
the  near  future  under  the  Durham  County  Council  Scheme. 
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Scabies. 


The  Centre  for  treatment  of  scabies  and  verminous 
conditions  was  operated  on  a very  reduced  scale  owing  to  the 
fewer  cases  needing  treatment. 

The  Centre  was  moved  from  the  Hostel,  Haverton  Hill, 
to  smaller  premises  adjoining  the  Public  Baths,  in  July.  This 
building  also  houses  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic.  The  premises  formerly  used  for  cleansing  have  been 
returned  to  the  Furness  Shipbuilding  Co.  Ltd.,  and  the  new 
premises  are  now  chiefly  used  for  diphtheria  immunisation 
and  as  a centre  for  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods,  cod  liver 
oil  and  orange  juice,  national  dried  milk  and  vitamen  tablets, 
and  for  health  propaganda. 

The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill. 

The  Nursery  has  been  working  to  capacity  throughout  the 
year  and  could  be  usefully  enlarged.  A verandah  on  the  south 
aspect  would  be  a great  improvement.  The  buildings  erected 
10  years  ago  are  only  in  need  of  minor  repairs. 

The  health  of  the  children  remains  remarkably  good,  all 
showing  steady  improvement  from  admission.  There  is  little 
illness  apart  from  respiratory  catarrh  which  is  common  and 
occasional  slight  impetigo  which  is  cjuickly  controlled. 

A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below  : — 


Month 

Days 

open 

Total 

attendances 

Daily 

average 

Daily 

maximum 

January 

21 

1 

694 

33.05 

36 

February 

20 

363 

18.15 

34 

March 

21 

559 

26.62 

31 

April 

21 

773 

36.81 

39 

May 

22 

800 

36.36 

39 

June 

21 

784 

37.33 

38 

July 

21 

718 

34.19 

38 

August 

22 

753 

34.23 

42 

September 

20 

788 

39.40 

41 

October 

23 

890 

38.70 

42 

November 

22 

863 

39.23 

41 

December 

18 

621 

34.50 

38 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1951. 


Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 

July,  1952, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1 beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  area.  Work  has  largely 
been  of  a routine  character  with  a general  increase  in  the 
various  inspections  made.  Housing  improvements  have  been 
effected  by  the  repair  and  demolition  of  individual  houses  and 
demolition  of  houses  is  proceeding  steadily  in  the  Ash,  Oak 
and  Elm  Streets  clearance  area.  A few  houses  have  been 
improved  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 
Smoke  abatement  has  received  constant  attention  and  the 
Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  is  serving  a most 
useful  purpose  in  this  matter. 


Staff  changes  concern  Mr.  H.  Durkin,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  since  1935,  who  went  into  business  and  was  replaced 
by  Mr.  R.  Love. 


I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  from  whom  I have 
had  full  support  in  my  various  duties.  To  the  staff  also  I wish 
gratefully  to  acknowledge  their  loyal  and  capable  assistance 
with  the  many  varied  duties  applicable  to  the  Department. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
AND  OTHER  DETAILS 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Butchers  “making  up”  ])laces  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  280 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drains  Tested  or  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Dust  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Dwellinghouses  under  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  33 

Dvcellinghouses  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  177 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  33 

Overcrowding  ...  13 

Premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Restaurants  and  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  water  obtained  2 

Schools  ...  2 

Shops  186 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers’  carts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Theatres  and  places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  8 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  39 

Water  samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Informal  notices  outstanding  from  previous  year 
complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED 

HOUSES 


Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  20 

,,  eavesgutters  and  fallpipes  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  doors  •••  5 

,,  yard  surfaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  sink  waste  pipes  5 

,,  water  pipes  and  water  taps  ...  13 

,,  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ window  frames  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

cords  to  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  wash  coppers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  sinks  ...  ...  .••  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rising  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Defective  water  pipes  3 

„ cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

„ pedestals  1 

„ plasterwork  2 

„ roofs  3 

„ eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ doors  3 

„ seats  ...  1 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Blocked  drains  and  sink  waste  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  195 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


HOUSING 

Interest  in  housing  matters  continues  to  be  a major  topic. 
At  the  year  end  there  were  2,040  applicants  on  the  waiting  list 
for  houses,  an  increase  of  40  from  the  previous  year.  The 
Council  have  made  vigorous  efforts  to  speed  up  the  rate  of 
building  which  is  lamentably  short  of  requirements.  Under 
existing  conditions  an  applicant  has  to  wait  approximately  4 
years  before  being  granted  a house  with  all  the  consequent 
hardship  which  this  entails.  Good  housing  conditions  are  a 
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fundamental  requirement  of  a healthy,  happy  life  and  Billing- 
ham  is  in  a most  favourable  position  in  this  respect.  A very 
large  percentage  of  houses  are  modern  in  design  and  con- 
struction and,  of  the  older  type,  clearance  areas  and  demolition 
orders  are  gradually  removing  the  worst  property. 

During  the  year  38  houses  have  been  demolished  in  the 
Ash,  Oak  and  Elm  Streets  Clearance  Area  and  of  the 
“squatters”  on  former  military  camps  one  hut  only  now 
remains. 

Xew^  houses  completed  totalled  222,  comprising  176 
houses,  14  bungalows  for  aged  persons,  7 combined  houses 
and  shops  and  25  war  damaged  houses. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

A.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dw^ellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  189’ 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  Sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  4 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  «...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  81 

B.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  wffiich 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghuuses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — • 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  :— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 

D.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

Although  there  is  such  a serious  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation,  statutory  overcrowding  is  not  prevalent.  A 
comprehensive  survey  was  made  in  1949  and  from  the  list 
prepared  at  that  time  16  further  cases  have  been  decrowded. 

WATER 

Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board  and  is  of  good  quality,  soft  and  abundant.  The 
Engineer  Manager  of  the  Board  has  supplied  the  usual 
information  regarding  bacteriological  examination  of  raw 
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water,  the  water  supply  as  it  leaves  the  treatment  works  and 
from  points  in  the  supply  area.  Approximately  100  samples 
per  month  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  with 
the  following  results  : — 


Ave.  Max.  Min. 


Colony  count  per  ml.  at  37°C — 1 day  ...  17  66  Nil 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at  37°C — 2 days  ...  23  80  1 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at  20°C — 3 days  ...  13  70  2 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  a Presump- 
tive Coliform  reaction  per  100  ml.  ...  Nil 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  100  ml.  ...  ...  ...  96 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  10  ml.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action  and 
is  purified  by  slow  sand  filters  followed  by  treatment  with 
ammonia  and  chlorine. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  sewage  disposal  works  discharging  into  Greatham 
Creek  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  new  sewers  are 
being  constructed  as  required  to  cope  with  development  in  the 
Roseberry  Road  area.  It  has  not  been  possible  for  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  investigate  the  position  regarding 
Wolviston  sewers  due  to  staff  shortage  and  i>ressure  of  work 
in  the  above  mentioned  area. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  and  type  of  conveniences  attached  to  private 
houses  and  shops  is  given  below  : — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  6529 

The  few  remaining  privy  middens  at  Cowpen  Bewley 

cannot  be  converted  until  the  sewers  have  received  some 

attention. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Detailed  reports  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and 
the  salvage  of  waste  materials  are  attached  to  this  report. 
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BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  still  five  small  bakehouses  in  the  area.  Con- 
siderable improvements  have  been  made  in  one  instance  by 
enlarging  the  premises  and  providing  better  lighting  and 
ventilating  arrangements.  In  two  cases  gas  ovens  have  been 
installed  to  replace  coke  ovens. 


SHOPS 


A complete  check  of  all  shops  has  been  made.  There  is 
a total  of  194  of  which  138  are  concerned  with  the  sale  of  food 
and  the  remaining  56  are  of  a various  nature.  Many  are  of  the 
house  and  shop  type,  moderate  in  size  and  generally  well 
looked  after.  With  regard  to  closing  time  there  seems  to  be 
no  desire  to  return  to  pre-war  hours  which  is  a good  thing 
as  long  hours  for  shop  assistants  are  neither  desirable  or 
necessary. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
A.  Milk  Supply. 

Looking  back  over  the  past  25  years,  the  milk  industry 
has  changed  very  radically.  In  those  days  anyone  with  a 
couple  of  cans  and  a cycle  could  start  retailing  milk  and  on 
the  farm  methods  of  clean  milk  production  were  not  very 
favourably  received.  Xow-a-days  milk  production  is  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Most  milk  is  bulked,  pasteurised  and  sold  by  four  firms  who 
provide  one  delivery  a day,  whereas  formerly  morning  and 
afternoon  deliveries  were  customary.  Pasteurisation,  of 
course,  is  a good  thing  from  a public  health  point  of  view  as 
it  removes  the  danger  of  milk  borne  diseases.  The  following 
licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  your  area. 


“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
“Pasteurised” 

“ Sterilised  ” 


3 

8 

13 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered  with  the  local  authority. 


Register  of  premises  used  as  dairies  ... 
Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk 


4 

21 
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The  number  of  retailers  is  increased  by  several  small 
shop-keepers  who  sell  sterilised  milk.  Samples  of  milk  have 
been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  where 
pasteurised,  the  phosphatase  tests  applied  to  check  efficient 
pasteurisation. 


B.  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  method  of  slaughter- 
ing of  livestock  and  distribution  of  meat.  With  the  meagre 
ration  available  there  seems  little  prospect  of  any  early 
alteration  of  the  present  system  and  certainly  there  is  no 
stated  policy  as  to  what  is  likely  to  happen  when  the  meat 
supply  improves.  Distribution  of  meat  is  by  an  all  metal 
insulated  van  which  is  frequently  inspected.  The  handlers  are 
provided  with  washable  overalls  and  head  coverings  which  are 
kept  in  a reasonably  clean  condition.  The  preparation  and 
sale  of  foodstuffs  has  received  attention  and  traders  generally 
show  a willingness  to  co-operate  where  improvements  are 
necessary. 

As  a result  of  inspections  made  the  following  foodstuffs 
have  been  condemned  : — • 


Miscellaneous 

Foodstuffs 

...  386  tins 

Miscellaneous 

Foodstuffs 

77  pkts. 

Jam,  etc. 

140  jars. 

Cherries 

32  boxes 

Cream  cheese 

61  pkts. 

Sausage 

...  46  lbs. 

Ham 

...  2174-  lbs. 

Spam 

20  lbs. 

Prunes 

...  144  lbs. 

C.  Adulteration. 

Samples  of  foodstuffs  were  obtained  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  and  all  were  found  genuine. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  only  swimming  baths  are  owned  by  the  Council.  Built 
in  1935  they  are  deservedly  popular  and  provide  first  class 
facilities  for  this  form  of  healthy  recreation.  Slipper  and  Brine 
baths  are  also  available.  Filtration  is  by  the  high  pressure 
system  with  the  addition  of  alum,  soda  and  chlorine.  Samples 
of  water  taken  during  the  summer  showed  a high  degree  of 
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])urity  and  the  following  is  a representative  analysis: — ■ 


“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 

Agar  @ 37°C  after  72  hours  ... 

3 in  2 ml. 

’*  Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient 

Agar  @ 20/22°C  after  72  hours 

1 in  2 ml. 

‘ Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°C 

after  72  hours 

Negative  in 

100  ml. 

‘‘  Clostridium  Welchii  test  @ 44°C 

Negative 

>>  >> 

‘ Residual  Chlorine  ... 

0.6  part  per 

million. 

Attendance  figures  are  \ 

^iven  below. 

1950 

1951 

General  Public 

56,309 

72,681 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths 

1,255 

1,606 

Brine  Baths  ... 

— 

262 

Private  Sessions 

1,199 

1,190 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

The  undoubted  benefits  resulting  from  the  establishment 
of  industry  in  any  area  invariably  are  marred  by  the  inevitable 
atmospheric  pollution  which  follows.  Billingham  has  been  no 
exception  and  although  much  has  been  said  and  done  the 
nuisance  remains.  Fortunately,  the  area  most  seriously 
aiiected  is  confined  to  a relatively  small  part  of  the  urban 
district.  In  spite  of  gas  washing  equipment  on  the  adjoining 
boiler  plant  deposits  as  shown  by  standard  deposit  gauges 
continue  to  be  very  high  and  rehousing  of  people  in  the 
affected  area  is  the  only  real  solution  to  the  problem.  During 
the  year  an  inquiry  by  the  Minister  of  Local  Government  and 
Planning  was  held  at  Durham,  regarding  the  County  Develop- 
ment Plan  which  proposes  to  depopulate  this  area.  The 
Minister’s  decision  has  not  yet  been  made  known.  The  Public 
Health  Committee  keep  in  touch  with  the  problem  by  monthly 
reports  and  results  from  eleven  standard  deposit  gauges  and 
4 sulphur  dioxide  recorders.  Although  these  instruments  have 
their  limitations  they  do  provide  a reliable  index  of  the 
])ollution  at  a given  point,  and  when  considered  over  a period 
of  time  give  data  which  should  be  most  helpful  for  future 
development  pur])oses. 

Details  of  results  from  the  standard  deposit  gauges 
expressed  in  tons  ])er  square  mile  are  shown  which  indicate 
little  change  in  the  overall  position.  Haverton  Hill  is  very 
seriously  affected,  the  monthly  average  at  Crawford’s  Shop 
being  184.31  tons  against  13.3  tons  in  Malvern  Road,  a 
residential  area  Xorth  of  P)illingham  Station.  This  area  is  also 
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seriously  affected  by  fumes  which  are  not  indicated  by  the 
deposit  gauges  but  results  from  two  lead  peroxide  instruments 
give  a measure  of  the  nuisance  from  this  source.  One 
instrument  sited  in  front  of  the  Council  Offices  gives  an 
average  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  8 times  greater  than  a 
similar  instrument  sited  in  Field  23  approximately  half  a mile 
North  of  the  Cowpen  Lane  Estate.  This  measure  of  pollution 
closely  corresponds  with  the  deposit  gauges. 

The  Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  continues  to 
function  effectively  and  much  useful  groundwork  is  being 
carried  out.  Most  local  authorities  are  now  operating  deposit 
gauges,  the  remainder  being  short  of  equipment.  Useful  data 
is  being  obtained  and  the  Technical  Sub-Committee  have  com- 
piled a list  of  all  works  which  are  actual  or  potential  sources 
of  pollution.  Individual  sanitary  officers  have  done  good  work 
in  their  own  areas,  and  in  some  cases  striking  results  have  been 
achieved  not  only  in  smoke  abatement  but  in  fuel  economy. 

Meetings  of  the  Committee  are  held  in  various  districts 
to  stimulate  interest  and  small  deputations  have  met  different 
bodies  to  press  the  need  for  remedial  measures  to  be  taken  in 
specific  cases.  Our  representations  were  well  received  which 
is  encouraging  as  smoke  abatement  work  is  by  no  means  as 
popular  as  it  should  be. 

With  regard  to  domestic  smoke  Councils  are  being 
encouraged  to  install  solid  smokeless  fuel  burning  appliances 
and  in  many  cases  this  is  being  done.  In  your  own  case  last 
year,  the  principal  of  installing  convected  heat  to  bedrooms 
was  approved  but  before  a start  could  be  made,  the  proposal, 
regrettably,  had  to  be  dropped  on  account  of  cost.  A suitable 
appliance  omitting  convected  heating  is  now  being  fitted. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  sources  of  emission 
with  notes  thereon. 

(1)  Pulverised  Fuel  Boilers.  There  are  14  boilers  operating 
on  pulverised  coal  with  a wet  washing  system  which 
gives  an  estimated  efficiency  of  96%.  A proportion  of 
sulphur  is  removed  in  the  process.  Additions  are  being 
made  to  this  plant  by  the  erection  of  two  new  boilers 
which  will  consume  more  than  700  tons  of  coal  per  day. 
One  boiler  is  in  operation  and  the  other  will  be  completed 
next  year.  It  is  particularly  interesting  to  note  that  on 
these  new  boilers  the  system  of  gas  cleaning  is  a dry  one, 
as  distinct  from  the  wet  washing  process  on  the  old 
boilers.  The  new  equipment  provides  for  the  gases  to  be 
cleaned  first  by  cyclones  followed  by  electrostatic 
precipitators  and  finally  discharged  from  a 300  ft.  high 
chimney. 
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(2)  Chain  Grate  Boilers.  There  are  two  boilers  of  this  type 
which  are  iitted  with  Cyclone  type  dust  arrestors. 

(3)  Cement  Works.  The  dust  removal  equipment  consists  of 
cyclones  followed  by  electrostatic  precipitators.  The  150 
ft.  hig-h  chimney  could  be  higher  which  would  help  to 
disperse  the  remaining  dust. 

(4)  Coke  Ovens.  Emission  of  smoke  dust  and  grit  seems 
inevitable  with  this  type  of  industrial  plant. 

(5)  Water  Gas  Plant.  Slight  improvements  have  been  made 
on  the  cyclone  equipment  for  removing  dust  from  this 
plant. 

(6)  C.C.F.  Plant.  Large  volumes  of  water  vapour  are  emitted 
from  this  plant  but  the  200  ft.  high  chimney  has  helped 
to  disperse  this  emission  and  modifications  to  the  manu- 
facturing process  are  being  investigated.  By  this  means 
it  is  hoped  to  reduce  the  volume  of  these  emissions. 

(7)  Nitro-Chalk  Plant.  Emissions  from  this  plant  have  been 
well  controlled. 

(8)  Anhydrite  Dust.  There  have  been  no  complaints  from 
this  source. 

(9)  Amines  Plant.  This  material  is  now  being  manufactured 
in  a full  scale  plant,  and  in  the  initial  starting  up  stage 
there  was  very  wide  spread  cause  for  complaint.  The 
smell  is  most  unpleasant  and  with  certain  winds  neigh- 
bouring towns  have  been  affected.  The  management  are 
ecjually  concerned  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
control  the  nuisance. 

(10)  Sulphuric  Acid  Plant.  Conditions  on  this  plant  are  much 
the  same,  that  is,  occasionally  dense  white  clouds  of 
fumes  are  emitted  which  affect  houses  in  Belasis  Avenue. 
The  new  scrubber  referred  to  last  year  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted but  there  are  hopes  that  it  will  be  in  operation 
next  year.  It  is  expected  that  this  equipment  will 
materially  reduce  the  volume  of  fumes  emitted. 
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Road 

No.  4 

1 

1 

1 

9.39 

10.92 

OO 

oo 

00 

17.19 

20.50 

10.89 

14.14 

6.13 

5.99 

114.03 

12.67 

Sandy 

Lane 

1 

3.85 

10.05 

6.22 

25.36 

10.24 

8.38 

6.78 

4.52 

7.24 

5.74 

2.82 

91.20 

8.29 

Field 
No.  23 

12.23 

16.90 

14.79 

8.73 

10.40 

On 

11.37 

1 

14.14 

13.62 

16.94 

9.73 

136.77 

12.43 

Cowpen 

Bewley 

Crossing 

13.43 

24.15 

13.56 

o^ 

12.55 

14.36 

17.61 

19.75 

14.29 

15.41 

10.83 

13.55 

179.20 

14.93 

The 

Vicarage 

69.92 

92.26 

74.50 

63.17 

30.23 

45.30 

99.34 

96.22 

74.49 

103.94 

72.24 

166.43 

988.04 

82.34 

38  Rydal 
Avenue 

15.44 

13.02 

43.60 

15.84 

25.67 

21.39 

28.99 

20.34 

00 

24.41 

26.77 

9.14 

262.69 

21.89 

4 Cambridge 
Terrace 

36.26 

42.36 

35.65 

46.37 

18.26 

28.08 

1 

57.44 

29.66 

47.62 

37.03 

66.05 

00 

40.43 

32  Malvern 
Road 

00 

14.38 

15.55 

10.48 

17.65 

12.65 

1 

14.13 

00 

0\ 

od 

12.95 

21.32 

9.95 

146.38 

13.3 

23  Seaton 
Terrace 

59.93 

69.27 

43.42 

38.02 

21.18 

25.94 

63.74 

50.48 

36.31 

56.76 

1 

99.96 

565.01 

51.36 

Council 

Offices 

oo 

00 

ON 

00 

119.60 

76.33 

48.95 

46.92 

40.07 

94.22 

98.77 

i 

99.41 

80.23 

157.54 

Z61S6 

86.54 

Crawfords 

Shop 

201.79 

230.54 

121.27 

108.76 

26.30 

i 

1 

174.30 

205.40 

1 

202.52 

178.66 

393.56 

1843.10 

184.31 

Month 

1 January 

1 February 

March 

1 April 

c3 

1 June 

1 August 

1 September 

1 October 

1 November 

1 December 

1 TOTALS 

M thly  Av. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Following  the  removal  of  patients  to  hospital  the  premises 
have  been  disinfected  and  library  books  disinfected  before 
being  returned.  Disinfectant  is  issued  free  of  charge  and  is 
available  from  several  points  in  the  area.  1,227  bottles  have 
been  supplied  in  this  way. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  most  useful  Act,  good  work 
has  been  done,  although  we  were  without  a Rodent  operator 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Later  a joint  arrangement 
with  a neighbouring  Authority  was  made,  whereby  one 
man  carries  out  this  work.  During  the  year  one  major  and  25 
minor  infestations  of  rats  were  found  plus  3 premises  seriously 
affected  by  mice.  66  premises  were  concerned  and  113  in- 
spections were  made.  One  sewer  maintenance  treatment  was 
carried  out  in  which  256  manholes  were  prebaited  resulting 
in  21  takes  with  similar  poison  takes,  from  which  it  was 
estimated  that  158  rats  were  destroyed. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Complaints  of  this  nature  totalled  30  against  32  for  the 
previous  year.  Details  are  set  out  below  and  D.D.T.  or 
Gammexane  is  used  to  deal  with  these  infestations. 


Council 

Other 

TOTAL 

Houses 

Houses 

I5ugs  

2 

3 

5 

Beetles  ... 

11 

13 

24 

Silverfish 

1 

— 

1 

Fleas  

— 

2 

2 

32 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1951/1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-first  Annual  Report 
on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  for  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  ^larch,  1952.  In  Appendix  II,  a 
separate  report  on  the  salvage  of  waste  materials  is  given. 
As  usual,  the  aim  has  been  to  give  a once  weekly  collection  of 
refuse,  but  for  various  reasons  this  has  been  achieved  on  very 
few  occasions.  The  usual  details  of  the  service  are  given  under 
appropriate  headings. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MANUAL  LABOUR 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their 
employment  is  as  follows  : — • 

Foreman  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  collection  and  the  salvage 

of  waste  materials  ...  ...  19 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drivers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Labour  problems  still  present  a major  difficulty,  and  it  is 
by  no  means  easy  to  keep  the  full  complement  of  men,  although 
the  present  position  is  rather  less  acute  than  during  the  past 
few  years.  This  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
men  have  received  an  increase  in  pay  and  due  to  increased 
prices,  the  waste  paper  bonus  has  shown  an  increase.  Loss  of 
time  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism  gives  rise  to  concern, 
as  there  has  been  an  increase  in  both  instances.  Details  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  which  shows  the  actual  cost  to 
the  Council  after  deduction  of  National  Health  benefits. 
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Sick  Pay 

Absence 

Days 

.A.  mount 

Days 

436 

£337  14  7 

108 

(417) 

(£300  3 11) 

(62) 

Wa.g^es  account  for  79.3%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  service. 

VEHICLES 

The  Dennis  Paxit  machine  delivered  the  previous  year 
helped  to  ease  the  transport  position.  Machines  of  this  type 
which  provide  for  mechanical  packing  and  inside  accommo- 
dation for  the  men  are  of  great  advantage.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
eventually,  that  the  side  loader  on  which  the  men  are  carried 
on  a step  at  the  rear  will  be  replaced  by  the  modern  type,  so 
that  men  can  be  carried  in  comfort  and  safety.  During  the 
year  your  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  myself  gave  con- 
siderable thought  to  preparing  a scheme  for  improving  refuse 
collection,  and  one  recommendation  in  the  reports  concerned 
the  purchase  of  an  additional  machine,  increasing  vehicle 
capacity,  and  thereby  allowing  more  time  for  repairs  and 
maintenance.  The  machines  could  also  be  painted  so  as  to 
present  a cleaner  and  smarter  appearance.  It  is  by  no  means 
wise  or  economical  to  run  machines  continuously  without 
l)ro])er  maintenance.  The  usual  operating  details  compared 
with  the  ])revious  year  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 


RELIABILITY 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 
of  hours 

No.  of  hours 
lost  for  repairs 

Percentage  of 
hours  worked 

2275 

168 

92.62 

No.  3 

(2135) 

(153) 

(92.8) 

2170 

78 

96.4 

No.  4 

(2220) 

(88) 

(96.02) 

2262 

146 

93.55 

No.  5 

(2236) 

(85) 

(96.2) 

2313 

72 

96.9 

No.  6 

(502) 

(-) 

(100.0) 

Dozer 

2275 

168 

92.6 
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RUNNING  COSTS 
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XU^TRER  AXD  WEIGHT  OE  LOADS  REMOVED 


Vehicle 

No.  of  Loads 
Removed 

Weight  ])er 
Load 

Total  Weight 

T.  C. 

T. 

c. 

No.  3 

157  (Paper) 

10 

78 

10 

288 

2 15 

792 

0 

(638) 

(1754 

10) 

No.  4 

649 

2 10 

1622 

10 

(723) 

- 

(1807 

10) 

No.  5 

712 

2 10 

1780 

0 

(844) 

- 

(2110 

0) 

No.  6 

487 

3 0 

1461 

0 

(120) 

(360 

0) 

Totals 

2293 

5734 

0 

(2325) 

(6032 

0) 

Waste 

93 

14 

Paper 

(136 

0) 

TOTALS 

5827 

14 

(6168 

0) 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION 


Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 
Removed 

Miles 

Run 

Petrol 

(Galls.) 

Miles 

per 

gallon 

Miles  per 
Load 

No.  3 

445 

3779 

843 

4.48 

8.49 

(638) 

(4019) 

(909) 

(4.42) 

(6.3) 

No.  4 

649 

3999 

911 

4.39 

6.16 

(723) 

(5496) 

(1038) 

(5.29) 

(7.6) 

No.  5 

712 

4127 

940 

4.39 

5.79 

(844) 

(4218) 

(901) 

(4.68) 

(5.0) 

No.  6 

487 

4188 

1065 

3.9 

8.6 

(120) 

(843) 

(269) 

(3.134) 

(7.025) 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


As  previously  stated  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  has 
been  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Consequently,  the 
position  was  very  carefully  considered  and  a report  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  with  a view  to  improving  the 
service  generally.  The  report  was  accepted  and  negotiations 
are  being  carried  on  with  the  workmen,  with  a view  to  having 
the  recommendations  put  into  effect.  As  the  mills  were  asking 
for  the  maximum  amount  of  waste  paper,  a separate  collection 
was  commenced,  but,  due  to  lack  of  an  additional  machine, 
could  not  be  maintained  which  is  to  be  regretted  as  waste 
paper  prices  increased  by  nearly  300%.  Kitchen  waste  is  still 
collected  daily  by  contract  and  delivered  to  the  processing 
plant  in  Middlesbrough,  an  arrangement  which  works 
reasonably  well. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping 
on  low  lying  ground  in  the  Sandy  Lane  area.  The  operations 
are  continuing  on  established  lines,  which  means  that  refuse 
is  handled  by  a mule  dozer,  in  a much  more  competent  manner 
than  was  possible  by  manual  labour.  Fortunately,  ample 
quantities  of  soil  are  available  for  covering  purposes  which 
allows  for  proper  control  and  the  area  to  be  reclaimed  and 
used  for  allotments. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL 

There  are  no  privy  middens  except  for  a very  small 
number  remaining  in  Cowpen  Bewley  Village.  It  is  hoped 
that  these  also  will  be  converted  in  the  near  future. 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  RECEPTACLES. 

Dust  bins  ...  ...  ...  6463 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  35 

Ashpits  4 

COST 

There  are  several  items  of  interest  in  the  statement  of 
costs  shown  at  Appendix  I.  Gross  expenditure  is  reduced, 
income  is  increased  and  net  cost  is  less  than  the  previous 
year.  There  are  two  principal  reasons  for  this,  namely,  there 
has  been  no  capital  expenditure  and  income  from  salvage  has 
increased  due  to  the  fantastic  prices  for  wastepaper.  Unit 
costs  are  affected  by  these  factors  and  refuse  collection  at 
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£1  3s.  3d.  per  ton  is  reasonable.  Disposal  by  controlled  tipping 
at  2/2d.  per  ton  can  be  considered  the  cheapest  method  avail- 
able. Net  cost  ])er  1,000  houses  at  £1,082  to  the  nearest  pound 
is  £1  Is.  Od.  per  house  per  year  or  5d.  per  week  for  the 
collection  and  disi)osal  of  one’s  rubbish. 

Rate  poundage  is  affected  by  the  above  items  and  also  by 
increased  rateable  value  and  rates  in  the  £. 
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APPENDIX  I— HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 
Table  showing  Costs  for  year  ended  31st  March,  1952 

^ COLLECTION  ^ DISPOSAL 
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APPENDIX  II— SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS. 
For  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1952. 
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